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ADOMINATING principle of the

American commonwealth, though
unwritten, is that military powershall not be maintained for

'aggressive purposes. Therefore all considerationsfor preparedness are based
on the accepted rule that it shall be

^ limited strictly to the strength necessaryfor adequate defense.
It used to he believed, not only by

« svilians. but by some military authnri-
nes. inat a small army and navy would
furnish a safe "nucleus" on which a

completely effective fighting force couM
the built quickly in time of war. This
j-helief made the country contented with
*Jts "skeleton" army.

There may have been some sound rea
zoning: in this theory once.. There is

' none now. Modern war has become a
rmatter of such enormously complicated
"science that civilians snatched suddenly
from peaceful pursuits cannot hope to

4
» master It in time for emergency. Army
movements and battles call for such extremephysical exertions that men accustomedto the Indoor life of cities cann"tpossibly meet the demands until they
have had some months of hardening.

*
* *

Even so far back as the Franco-Prussianwar there was a striking proof of
the impossibility of enlarging a skeleton
Ijrmy with the flesh and bone of fresh
recruits. Gen. I-apasset, in front of
Metz. failed again and again to hold
positions with his brigade, which was
made up partly of trained soldiers andlb partly of newly enlisted men hastily recruited.Tn desperation, he eliminated
the untrained men. send'ng them to
shelter within the fortress. Thereafter,his numerically weakened, but now coherentand trained brigade, held its
ground against the sam£ attacks thaihadsent it reeling when it had more
men In It.
Thus the people of the United States

must realize first of all that training
Is vital. Any project for defense that
fails to put it foremost surely will
break down under test. It may be acceptedas an axiom that untrained men
who go into war hereafter will go not
to flght, but to be killed.
To give Americans the necessary

.training, without forming a large
standing army or entering on a career
of militarism, army experts and politicalstudents have agreed on a feasible
and easily operated method. This
method is to form an army reserve.

l ne public has been more or less
hampered In understanding the simplicityof the army reserve scheme, becausethere is so much legislative and
Administrative complexity of detail
About it. These details, however, really
are not anything that need to concern
the civilian public at all. So matter
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PARIS, June 25, 1915.
ET is not on the battle front that is

found all the bitter tragedy of this
war. If you would realize to the
full its unending suffering, go to

the home of the soldier, particularly to
the home of the missing soldier.
Because of the confusion that has

come with the frightful lists of the
dead, wounded and captured, half the
women of Europe have turned themselvesinto seekers for their soldiers;
and the greatest agony is that suffered
bv those who can get no certain trace
of their loved ones.
When the news does come, good or

bad; when the truth is known, there is
*

no strength left to meet it. Daily
Christian women die. merely bend and
fall when their search is ended. Their
story is not recorded in the newspapers,
which tell of glory, of battles won, of
the infamy of the enemy.lies which
deceive not the women.

*
a *

If you would "know what the war

means to these waiting women, go to

the churches. You will find them
crowded. Here in Paris, Our Lady of
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\ torio. so famed for vows answered.
j>- hot night and day with the heat
fjoin the thousands of burning candles,
each flickering flame an emblem of
silent praver. Notre Dame, usually so

dark, is lighted as never before by
these symbols of prayers offered.

in the poorer, home quarter of MontT
rouge, its church presents the strange
spectacle of women praying with arms
stretched heavenward, frantically uplifted,imploring God to save their soldiersEverywhere a prayer, and. above
all. a prayer for news of the missing.

* The least unhappy of all these un'bappywomen of Europe are those who
Xaow Ureir loved ones are prisoners of

A,"

nation to fall into the mistaken belie
that harbor defense meant defense o
the entire coast.
Furthermore, the garrisons of th<

harbor defenses, known as coast artil
lery. have been counted as part of tin
strength of the mobile army, which ha!
given a most misleading idea as to thi
actual size of that army. The coas
artillery cannot possibly be used t<
strengthen the mobile army In time o
war.
Tn point of adequate preparednes!

and efficiency, the present values o
the three lines of defense are. fl) har
hor defenses. (2) fleet, (3) mobile army
This Is a fatally incorrect proportion

The correct relative values, if ever?
line of defense is made properly effl
cient, will be (1) fleet. (2) mobile army
(3) harbor defenses.
This means, of course, not that th<

efficiency of the harbor defenses shoulf
be lessened, but that the fleet must b<
so strengthened that it will serve a:
the first and most powerful line of de
fense. while the army should be in
creased because in the event of inva
sion it has to defend the harbor defensesas well as the country.
The harbor defenses lead in efficiency

today largely because they are matter."
of permanent engineering. They neet

of Eviroj
war, or else so badly crippled they car
do no more military service.
The merely unhappy are those whe

are sure their loved ones are no more
Death has become commonplace, suf
feting and sacrifice the lot of all; th«
beautiful, joyous life of peace seem:
so impossible ever to come again tha'
the news of a death at the front doe:
not plunge a wife or mother into extravagantgrief.
The unhuppiest women are those wh(

do not know for sure what has become
of their soldiers, whose loved ones ma?
be prisoners, or, for all the laws o
chance say to the contrary, may lit
hidden under the wreckage of somt
mined trench, or in a nameless grave.

*
* *

It is the uncertainty of the searchersthat is more than human nature car

bear, the cruel suspense that becomes
each day more dreadful, the neverendingquest which begins in hope
pauses in despair, is always begun
again because of the hope that will not
lie still.
The history of humanity has never

presented anything more remarkable
than this unceasing search for sons
fathers, husbands, sweethearts, conductedon a tremendous scale by millionsof women. And one peculiar developmentof it is that the German ami
French wives and mothers have begur

r uhM4
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to write to each other about their los
»ol<Jiers, and to aid each other in ever:
way they can.

Strangely enough, the very intensity
of the bitterness with which the niei
are fighting in this war is what i
building up between the women of th<
warring nations this rapidly growint
bond of sympathy arid helpfulness. Am
since letters cannot pass directly be
tween France and Germany, thousand,
of kind women in Switzerland are nov
acting as intermediaries.
"Where is my soldier'.'*' That questioi

is on the Hps -%/t half the women o

Germany, of bWS,". of Austria, of Bc-1
gium. They JpT/« quit thinking abou

jgg MM <^V)>4' I _^PV 'I §1 *^BjS

how much the details may vary, tli
object of all the proposed legislatio
is i ho same. It is simply to assure
the United States the services in tin
of war of every available man who h;
been trained by previous service in tt
regular army.
The method proposed for formin

such an army reserve is to cut dow
the. term of enlistment to the minimui
period that is needed to make a ma
a thoroughly trained soldier. As soc
as this is accomplished a newly ei
listed man is to take his place, whi
the trained man gets his discliarg
from active service, on condition th?
he shall l»e at the instant bidding: (
the commander-in-chief of the arm:
It will be necessary, of course, to pa
a certain small sum annually to th
men who thus hold themselves in r«

serve, but the expense will be vastl
less, both in pay and in maintenanc
than if the nation attempted to sur
port a big force actively in the arm;

*
sk *

An army reserve begun under thi
system would increase in astonishin
arithmetical ratio. Assuming: the teri
of enlistment to be one year (enougr
to assure perfect training:), the reserve

at the end of five years would be fou
times the standing army. In othe
words, for each soldier enlisted in th
fifth year, there would he four men i
reserve ready for immediate service i
defense of our more than .10,000 mile
of coast line, the protection of which
the deciding factor in the problem o

American defense. This conditio
makes it impossible to rely complete!
alone. Therefore the principle ha
been accepted permanently that ther
must be three American lines of de
fense.a fleet, a system of harbor de
fenses and a mobile army.
Unfortunately the harbor defense

and the army have come to be regard
ed as one. both by the public and Con
press. This grave fallacy has led th<

to
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certain important improvements, which
g will be named elsewhere, but their

most direct defect is a gross weakness
of trained garrisons. If the other two

^ lines of defense were in such satisffactory condition, or so easily to be
f made perfect, there would be little need

for anxiety.

!
& It is regretted by military experts
5 that the name "coast defenses" has

I been applied so generally to these
y works. They do not defend the coast,
f They protect only the very limited harborswhose entrances their guns com\mand. Doing this, they serve entirely

the whole purpose for which they are

designed.
It has been asked often by laymen

[ why the entire coast line should not be
defended by such works, thus putting
a stop forever to all danger of inva- f

; sion. To military engineers such a i
1 question appears too absurd to be
e worth a serious reply, but it is a nat- I
? ural question for civilians to ask. 1

The reply is simple. The utmost effect- <
ive range of the fourteen-inch rifled can- r
non. the largest seacoast gun, is IS,000 i

- yards, or a trifle, more than ten miles, j

Therefore, to protect the whole coast, r
r fortifications would have to be built a
* little less than twenty miles apart if 4

I there is to be no gap uncovered by gun- j

>e Search:
t

While Waiting for L
\ and Most Tragic Phase

From the Active Lists
; Strain of Waiting.Re<
f
; I

the causes of the war, have quit ask- ]
ins God why He let it come. or when n
it will end. All they want now is an c
answer to this single question. i
Hut they do not shout it from the

roof-tops. One of the surprises of this
war to every person who visits Europeis the apparent apathy of the civil
population. Life seems to go on as

usual. The shops are open, the rail[ways running, the street cars in service,the mail is carried regularly. There
is no sound of cannon, no marching of
troops to speak of. All the casual visitornotices, say in the cities of France.

; is the unusual numb% of women, of
, whom many are in mourning, all showinga certain neglect in their dress.

A close observer, however, will see
that nearly every woman's eyes are

red, the skin about them drawn, with
little circles of black underneath. And

Bv
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t off the main streets, in the small shops t
/ and in the homes, he will hear this

question asked over and over again.
/ Searching has become the chief occu- <
n pation of the women and absorbs thein j
s even when they are caring for the ,
e wounded, sending children to school, s
< keeping up the old make-believe exist- |
i ence that so surprises the stranger. <

They have formed themselves into
» searching societies that far outnumber t
v in membership the total of the troops *

of all the armies, into little groups that 1
ft carry no name. And they write and i
f write, millions of letters, and then <

write again, to every conceivable per- i
t son who might have some news of their 1

\
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The Why and W
Reserve.Immeasur
as the First Line of L
Army and Navy Wo
What They Need f<
ance.A Series of A
and Opinions as to O

ire. For the 30,000 miles of coast th
vould mean l,.r»00 fortifications.
At the valuation placed on For

Hamilton and Wadsworth in New Yor
iarbor# such a chain of defenses woui
:ost ten billions of dollars to build ar

irm, and would demand the continuoi
services of one-half million men, evi
it the present inadequate rate of gai
isoning existing defenses.
It is impossible, then, to protect tl

\nierican coast with fixed defens
,*reatly in excess of the existing on«

ing the
etters That Never Con
s of the War.Possihh
of All the Armies.A F
cords of Losses Canno

ost ones. The women who have n

nen at the front join in the search, bf
ause they understand how sorely wail
ngr tries the heart.
When the women don't write the
isit each other, always looking fc
ome slight clue that may add anoth*
ink to the endless chain that is eac

ndividua! search. Here in France cour
esses call upon janitors, janitors upo
ountesses, with the utmost freedon
:trarige women talk to each other or t
nen in the street, in the cars, wher
ver they feel they can find a fresh b
>f news.
The war lias made all women sistei
md all men their brothers. It is n<
inusual for a woman to stop in tfi
itreet an officer or a soldier home o

ick leave, or just out or tne nospua
ind ask if he has heard of her lost on<

or huge as are the armies, it is alwaj
possible that one soldier may have m<

mother.
The difficulties of the search are stag

rering-. It is estimated here that 8,000
00 men have been dropped from th
dive lists of all the armies, as sicl
rounded, dead, prisoners or missing.
England alone, with her comparative
y small army occupying but thirty-si
>f the .070 mile line of trenches stretch
ng from the channel to the Swis
rontiers, has to date lost in these wa>
io fewer than 1.70,000 men. Originall
n army of less than 200,000, it is no1
n army of 000,000, so England's lossc
re daily mounting.
Germany has lost, it is roughly est
nated, fully three million men in thes
arious ways. France has lost, roughl
rid in all ways, 1,700,000, exclusive c
he civil population in northern Franc
rhich, within the German lines, ha
ieen in much the same condition as th
Jelgian civil population. Austria, an
tussia have each lost as heavily a

'ranee. So huge a total will not seei
inreasonable when it is considered thu
n the United States civil war, whic
as hut a baby war compared to thi
rie, the Confederate army of 770,00
ten lost 477,000 in prisoners alone.
How many of this huge total ar

ead, or in hospital, or prisoners to th
nemy?

*
ifi -r

For military reasons none of the gov
rnments would give complete lists
t could. But none can, save possibl
he English. The difficulties of keej.
ng account of losses will be realize
f it is remembered that in the civ
var of the United States accurate sul
livisions of losses could not he con

filed until long after the war. At sue

battle as Chancellorsvillc it was i
ater years computed that out of 17,28
nion soldiers dropped from the roll

10 fewer than one-third.a.yis.wet
nissing. (n all the great battles c

his war the proportion of the missin
vas one-third to one-fourth the losse.
The number of German prisoners i
"ranee has steadily increased durin
he last few months until i,t is now ur
vard of 400.000. Barring' errors, thes
lames are all known in Germany, the
ell you bitterly here. And in the sam
>reath they accuse the Germans i
nany cases of withholding: the lists <
heir prisoners to demoralize tl
French civil population and to destro
he French race by underfeeding- tl
>ri sorters.
Those prisoners who, by bribe or otl

erwise, have gotten news home t
'"ranee give descriptions of their treai
nent that would make the chargf
Lgainst the Confederate treatment t
Union soldiers in Libby prison pale i
comparison.
Further, there has been but a llmite

exchange of prisoners. It is a war <
exhaustion and each side has apparem
v adopted the attitude of Gen. Grai
vho, in refusing to exchange prisor
crs. declared the man who died in
irlsori from Illness or for want of foo
aid down his life for his country mad
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therefore for a Trained
able Value of the Fleet
)efense.Just What the
uld Have to Do in War.
3T Successful Perform.i r» *""

rticies expressing racts

ur National Needs.
is By far the grreater part of the coast

line must depend solely on the remaintsing two lines of defense.the fleet and
k the mobile army.
Id If the fleet were absolutely perfect,
id war never could be brought to the terisritory of the United States. Ft would be
in fought out at sea, perhaps 2.000 miles
r- from the North American continent.

Rut to establish such a line of defense
fie the navy absolutely must be powerful
es enough to seek the foe and attack him.
is. Though tTTe military axiom that attack

Battlefield
ie, Women Form Searchir
/ Eight Million Soldiers Hi
* emarkable Mental Condit
t Be Kept.War Makes All

o a sacrifice equal to that of the man '

i- who lost his life on the battlefield. 1
t- In view of these and other eondi- t

tions. how can a woman know that her
y soldier is alive or dead? 1
>r Think what happens along that deep,
*> straggling line of trenches in France (
h that separates the allies and German
i- armies. Every day a battle is fought
n and the list of the lost runs from a
n- hundred to ten thousand. Each side
0 takes so and so many prisoners. The 1

Germans may advance a hundred yards «

it at one point, the French a hundred
yards at another. Ft is a seesaw game, t

"'s At neither point, where the fighting 1
»t is always to exhaustion, is it possible,

particularly as the most severe fight- i
» ng is in nightime. for either side to

know precisely which of its men lost f

U were killed, or remained within the
s trenches, taken by the enemy as t

wounded or able-bodied prisoners. 1

Consider the second battle of Sois»sons, in early January. There the
French retired, leaving the ground 111ieorally covered with dead. It was known
that several thousand prisoners were
also taken by the Germans. But as
the ground, with its trenches, taken by

x the Germans has been disputed ever
since, always under fire, neither side

!S has had an opportunity to bury its
s dead or to identify the dead.

i nu«, so lar as concerns me t« renon

families, thov have not even to this
!S date been able to learn whether their

soldiers lie dead on that disputed
ground or have been sent into Germany

!C; as prisoners.
' Right after that battle fully 5,000

Frenchwomen began the weary search
for their loved ones, and they are still

* searching, as, doubtless, are as many
women in Germany.<1

s *
n * *

t These women begin their inquiry at
'l the war offices. There they can get no

^ certain information. A few months
ago the clerks there, as at tlYfe military

e oflices in each municipality, used to be
c free in handing out death notices.

there were so many dead. But a few
mistakes have made them conservative.

._ Then they pity these poor women, with
jj» their pleadings for news.

v "My God, how can 1 tell where your
son is!" the writer heard a wreck of a

(j clerk tell a weeping mother one day.
:i "I have two sons lost myself and I
t'_ cannot get news of them."
!_ Thus the long search begins. It behgan last August in a few hundred thounsand homes, and each day since then it

has been growing until today there is

s scarcely a home untouched.
After the woman gets tired of haunt"eing the military offices, she tries the

>f hospitals, and examines their lists of
g names, often is permitted to visit every
s. ward and examine the faces of the
n unidentified.faces too often disfigured
g beyond recognition.
>- Next she begins to write to the comicrades of her soldier. Chance may let
y her find some comrade who escaped
e while all the members of his company
n were killed or were surrendered. This
>f man comforts her as best he can. If
le be has positive news of the death of
>y her soldier, he is afraid to give it. t
ie She learns a little here, a little there, t

She gets a new name to write to, and,
i- thanks to the free postal system for ri
;o soldiers, no matter how poor she may t
t- be, if she has paper she can always I

write. s
)f Days and weeks and months pass, her d
n anxious heart unsatisfied, throbbing p

one hour with hope, the next with aw- li
id ful doubt, the next in despair. She v
>f would become frantic because of the b
t- uncertainty could she not go to church, b
it tell her tale to God, ask Him for help, A
i- for comfort.
a And what of the end of the search? a
>d Recently In France, In Parts, at the h
Is Cathedral of Notre Dame, a funeral v

I

s the" only safe defense Is true of the
irmy as well as the navy, It is not fatal
to an army to fall back on the defensive,whereas it is fatal to a navy almostalways.

*
* *

An army may intrench itself, await
ittack, and win. It lies in the path of
the hostile army, and the enemy must
overcome it before he can proceed. A
navy that assumes the defensive can
io so only by hiding: in a fortitied harborto be protected by coast guns and
mine fields. That moment it is eliminatedfrom the war. The enemy need
not destroy it. The enemy ships need
not even fire a shot at it. They can lie
neyond the range of the coast guns, and
need simply to blockade it.
The American people will do well to
ealize clearly that a defending fleet that
s weaker than an assailing fleet must internor be destroyed. There is no alternative.
A fleet action hereafter will be fearfuland quick. When it is ended the

weaker fleet will have been blasted from
the face of the waters. If any of its
units escape they will not he enough to
make a navy for a fourth-class power.
[s the United States navy strong

?nough to enter such an engagement
with any other fleet?
The answer of the Navy Year Book for

s for T1
lg Parties.Bitterest
ave Been Removed
ion Produced by the
I Women Sisters.
ivas held. A mother had received officialnews of the death of her son in
he trenches. His body, of course, could
not be sent her; but she held the funeraljust the same, over an empty
bier, as is the custom, inviting friends
>f the family to attend.
A few days after the funeral, when

the mother was becoming resigned to
lier loss, she received personal word
rrom comrades of her son that he certainlywas not dead, that he had, however,been wounded and taken prisoner
>v the Germans. Since then the moher,always without direct news from
ler son, has begun a distracting search
for him which is wearing her out, and
nay end in her own funeral.
The writer knows of a poor shopicmanof the Marais quarter of Paris
who received news months ago from
he war department that her husband
was "grievously wounded," which in

SERBIAN WOMEN ACT

he terms of the department meant
hat he was probably dead.
After months of waiting, always with
10 news, one morning the postman
rought in a letter from her husband,
le had been in a hospital all the while,
uffering from traumatic shock, in a

azed, dreamy state caused by the exlosionof a shell, and only just now
lad been able to identify himself and
I'rite home. His wife read the letter,
egan wlltjly, joyfully to embrace everyodyin the shop, and fell dead on the
oor.
A woman of Toulouse, after waiting
nd searching Ave months for news of
er husband, threw herself from her
window and was killed. A few weeks

/

pyLJ.(i).l)to
1914. issued by direction of Congress, is
given in the following tables:
Relative order of present warship tonnage:

Great Britain .2.l."V7.^.Vl
Germany !>r»1.7l?i

I.'nito<| States 7»;." i;
Relative order when vessels now buildingare completed:

Great Britain 2.7t4.P*t
Germany 1 ..t<*>.."»77

Frnnee KMi.91"
t'nited States
The answer Is more striking still if the

eomparison is limited to dreadnaughts.
This comparatively new type of ship undoubtedlyis the deciding factor in modern
naval war. ^The submarine probably will
alter the conditions and strategy of naval
campaigns, but when fleets actually meet
it will be the dreadnaughts that will do
the smashing. This monster, with its
batteries of great guns, more numerous
than once were mounted in fortresses, is
the destroying angel of the sea.

Great Britain has twenty dreadnaughts
afloat, and last autumn had sixteen building.Germany has thirteen afloat and
seven building. Krance has four afloat
and eight building. The United States
has eight afloat and four building and
three authorized.

This list is limited to t*uch vessels as
the belligerent nations actually had laid
down in the normal course of their shijr
building programs. It is known that they
have increased their construction immensely.

If the constant advice of the general
board of the navy had been accepted by
Congress the United States fleet should
consist now of at least thirty-two firstclassbattleships and dreadnaughts, all
of a. type fit for the first line.

This board, organized in obedience to
legislation by Congress, laid down a naval
policy In 1903. All the successive membersof the board since then have approvedit attd reported to Congress in accordancewith it. Congress never has
acted on it. In fact, the record of Congressfor the past twenty-five years shows
that never has the nation had a consistent
warship building program.
The 1890 Congress authorized the first

true battleships ever built by the United
States. These vessels, Indiana, Massachusettsand Oregon, were consistent
types, equal in tonnage, armament and
speed. It was a sound beginning.

Battleships were not att experiment.
Other navies had been building this type
for years, and It was established that it
was the only type of ship that would keep
a navy in the first rank. Vet the Congressof 1891 authorized none, but appropriatedmoney instead for the Minneapolis.a "protected" cruiser, whose
type had been practically replaced in other
na'vies by armored vessels.
The 1892 Congress permitted the constructionof the battleship Iowa, a good

vessel.
The Congress of 1893 and 1894 authorizedno battleships at all. Thus by

1895 the nation had gour first-class
uainesnips wnen 11 snuum nave nan,
afloat and under construction, fifteen
ships equal to any then in commission.
The record of succeeding Congresses
was: 1895, two first-class battleships,
Kearsarge and Kentucky; 1896. three,
Alabama, Illinois and Wisconsin; 1897,
none.
Therefore, in 1S9S, when the Spanish

American war began, instead of having
eighteen first-class battleships afloat
and six under construction, as would
have been the case had the various

leir Lost
later her husband came home, dischargedfrom a hospital.
No man or body of men could conductthis search with the faith or the

fervor of the women. I was present
lately at a meeting of two families
whose sons, of the same regiment, had
been lost in the same battle. The two
mothers present had joined forces in
their search. I asked one of these
mothers, who had not had news of her
son for four months, just what proof
she had that made her believe he was
alive.
She recited her little tale, told me

all the circumstances of the battle, how
certain of his comrades had seen him
by their side, how he had later given
himself up to the Germans. She said
the war department carried him as

"missing," but had no other news. She
felt sure he must be alive. Finally, as
her last proof, she said: "God told me
so."
She uttered these few words in such

a calm, matter-of-fact manner that,
surrounded as all of us are by the mad
influences of a war that daily astounds,
overturns the sane thought of a routineworld. T was ouite afraid to ac-
knowledge to myself my doubt of the
finality of her proof.
And while the great search goes on.

be it said, tenderly, the madhouses, the
asylums are being slowly filled. Every
now and then, in the outer sections of
the great cities^ the passer-by may
hear a wail, a cry coming from a carriage,the cry of another poor mad

I-VG AS STRETCHKR-BEARERS DL'RI!

woman who could not stand the strain 1
of waiting:. t

If the woman does not go mad.
f

and, thank goodness. she pets enouph t
human and divine comfort, as a rule, i
to keep her balanced.she may yet be- t
come a prey to the fortune-tellers, t
among; whom are some of the many t
criminals who are reaping: a harvest
from the war that Is impoverishing so j
many homes. E
Slowly the woman puts together her t

little house of hope and how her i
heart leaps when the doorbell rings. \
These personal searches are not by any s
means fruitless, nor the end tragic, if d
the beginning of the search was found- t

\

Congresses voted three battleships fit
each year, the 1'nited States had Ave.
Kentucky. Kearsarge. Alabama. Illinoisand Wisconsin.under construction.with no possible chance of finishingthem for several years to come.
The only battleships afloat were the
original four- Massachusetts, Oregon,
Indiana and Iowa.
The war session saw a mad scramble

of approjTriation to make up In head
lone, wasteful speed for years of waste,
ful indifference. Congress burled an
appropriation of flfty millions forth
in one short bill for "national defense
There was a rush to buy freight and
passenger steamships, steam yachts
and even tugboats. The consequence
was such a naval spectacle as probably
never was seen In war before.

*
* *

Observers have not forgotten and will
not he able to forget while they live
the wonderful fleet that Admiral Hajnpsontook to bombard San Jmn d*
Porto Rico. There were ainio d and
unarinored ships, each of a tfferent
type. age. tonnage and ape/ There
were "converted" yachts, meaning
plain, ordinary pleasure yachts that
bad guns mounted hastily. To crown
the absurdity there were coast defense
monitors ten years old, utterly useless
for battle and so slow that at last the
war fleet took them in tow. Thus the
American Navy, by the grace of Congress,went to war.
The lesson of that war was not heededby succeeding Congresses. In 1903

the general hoard proposed a program
of two battleships each year, in order
to build up a battleship fleet of fortyeightvessels by 1919. It was not an
extravagant program, but the 1904
Congress authorized only ons battleship.To make up for this, the generalboard asked the 1905 Congress for
three ships. It got two. Succeeding
Congresses voted: 1907, one; 1908, 1909,
1910 and 1911. two ships each.
The 1912 and 1913 Congresses authorizedonly one each, making the programshort Ave ships, without countingthe shortage to be caused by the

retirement of Indiana. Oregon, Massachusettsand Iowa, which wera already
rated as antiquated, owing to the immensechanges in naval construction.
In November, 1914, under the general

board's original plan, as modified by
the necessity for replacing all ships
twenty years old, there should have
been In commission thirty-eight battleshipsless than that age. with seven
building and two authorized. Instead,
there were only thirty in commission,
four building and three authorized.
This is a deficiency of ten battleships
from the number contemplated in the
program, which, it must be understood,
contemplated in the beginning only
t ne minimum nurno^w 01 nrsi-iinc snips
that were absolutely and undeniably
needed.

(fop.Tiiifht. 1915. hy J. W. Muller.)

»xt Sunday's article will fiplala
the needs of a modern lTnlted States
Xavy In detail.

Soldiers
ed on some certain evidence that keeps
the hope alive.
Strange stories will one day be told

of the Odysseys that are these searches,
stories that will exceed in weirdness
any of those that grew out of the
French revolution, when the world
seemed mad.and psychologists such
as LeBon have since pronounced part
of the French nation really mad.

a
* *

The writer has in mind one wife and
one mother who succeeded in finding:
their soldier by a mental process the
sanity of which would not be doubted
on this side of the water today for a
moment. Their soldier in January was

In the trenches near Rheims. They got
letters from him several times a week
to assure them that he was safe.
One night the mother saw in a

dream, through the blinding dashes of
light and the mist of battle smoke, her
son crouching under the debris of a
trench, and beside him a dozen of his
comrades. As she told me afterward,
they seemed to her to be waiting, as
they were not fighting.
The same night the wife saw her

husband in a dream, dragging himself
along a muddy road, and beside him
were other weary soldiers, the whole
group guarded by dim bodies, other
soldiers with fixed bayonets. The two
women compared notes the next day.
both declaring that their soldier must
have been taken prisoner. They receivedno more letters from him, but
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earned through the war department
hat he was missing.
These two women then began their

search in due form, full of hope, and
his May they received a scrawl of a
etter from him, smuggled through to
hem by some kind German, telling
hem he was a prisoner, beseeching
hem not to worry about him.
The state of mind the writer has

oosely sketched here cannot but reiultin more terrible tragedies when
he war is at last over, when all of the
oved ones have been accounted for,
vhen many thousands of the woman
earchers must realize that their eollierswill never more come homo to
ham.
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